Regarding Bermejo-Martin and colleagues' article [1] and my comments [2], the authors concluded in their response that 'vitamin D should thus be considered in the context of a wider spectrum of factors infl uencing severe disease' . Although this is a reasonable proposal, it should be emphasized that vitamin D has been recognized as an important immuno-modulating factor [3], and studies show that both obesity [4] and seasonal sunlight deprivation [5] play important roles in the severity of infl uenza, not just in the western countries, where obesity is widely present, but worldwide. Overall better living conditions coupled with a disproportionately better health-care system could explain the absence of a signifi cantly higher incidence of obesity-related critically ill H1N1 patients in the western versus the developing countries.
